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HILE THE RECENT RACING ACHIEVEMENTS
of Ducati and Aprilia have put Italy
- back on the map as a performance lead-
_er, it certainly doesn’t mark the first

' tlme‘btkes fmm the boot-shaped country have kicked the

world’s butt. Long before Ducati won World Superbike
Championships or tiny Aprilia bested all comers in the

250cc grand prix wars,
I-IKI FIKE Italy ruled the motorcy-
cle racing weorld.

Until the late 1960s,
Italian four-strokes bear-
ing names such as MV
Agusta, Benelli, Gilera
and Moto Guzzi dom-
inated GP. competition.
MV Agusta, with 75
world titles to its credit,
is widely recognized as
the most successful rac-

ing motorecvele of all
BYDON CANET time. And while MV's
glory days have been over for some time, the billowing howl
of the legendary red-and-silver bikes lives on through the
efforts of Rob lannucci’s New York-based Team Obsolete. |
met up with Team Obsolete’s MVs—plus its Benelli Four-at
an American Historic Motorcycle Racing Association week-
end at Road Atlanta Raceway, there to sample this trio of
frontline factory racers preserved from the golden age.
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I've read the stories of MV Agusta’s incredible string of 17
consecutive 500ce world champi ips between the years

1958-74, a feat that will likely stand unchallenged forever.

Among the name riders filling the saddles of the fabled “Fire
Engines,” as the MVs were known, were John Surtees, Mike
Hatlwood, Giacomo Agostini and Phil Read. Substantial
gains in two-stroke technology along with new FIM rules
that did lintle to encourage further four-stroke development in
grand prix racing brought MV's era to a close.

Over the years, Count Delmonico Agusta’s small compa-
ny built successful 350 and 500cc racers in both inline-
Three- and inline-Four-cvlinder configurations. They all
featured gear-driven, dohc valvetrains, some with four
valves per eylinder. Team Obsolete brought its 1973 500
Four and a late-"60s 500 Triple to Road Atlanta. I was to
ride the more modern Four first,

It should be noted, however, that the bike, being too cur-
rent for eligibility in AHRMA s prestigious 500 Premier
class, hasn't received the same degree of tuning attention as
the actively raced bikes in the TO camp. Even so, lapping
the 2.5-mile Georgia circuit aboard the Four was a wake-up
call for the soul. The sound of the exhaust note as | worked
up through the seven-speed gearbox on the back straight
brought to life all the history-book words and photos.

Although the tachometer’s scale read from 4000 to 135,000
rpin, a tach-drive gearing glitch meant only half the actual
revs were being displayed. | was instructed to observe a
10.000-rpm (5000 indicated) redline, which meant the nee-
dle would barely hift off its peg before it was time to shift.
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X 's Don Canet aboard the ex-Phil Read
MV 500 Four. Out of respect for its ancient
internals, shorishifting was the order of the
day. Back when it was revved and raced
hard, the MV Four had a 2.5-hour engine
life between major rebuilds.
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The wail of the 350 Benelli's four open-megga exhausts
is one of the great sounds of all time. Kel Carruthers
rode a 250 version to the world title in 1969

(Above) Exiting Road Atianta’s
Turn 5 on the MV Four. (Lefl
Canet aboard the ex-Giacomo
Agostini MV 500 three-cylinder.
Ago beat Honda-mounted Mike
Hailwood in '66 and '67, then
proceeded to claim five more
conseciutive world champi-
onships aboard similar bikes.




